;Jower of the independent film mdustry and works to promote ] J.t.!McMaths film festival
Celebrates thé independent art of the Black LGBT+ comrnum&y b

1 think it's important to be in the community and do,someé work with the community to
understand the differefit nuances of character we have;” he said.

McMath points te the 3016 film “Moonlight™ as a prime example. Tarell Alvin McCraney,
who wrote the original play “In Moonlight Black Boys Look Blue” and co-wrote the film,
loosely based the main character, Chiron, off himself as a child. Both McCraney and Barry
Jenkins, the film’s director, grew up in Miami, the city the film is based in.

If the director of the film does not fully identify with the characters, McMath says it j
important that there are people involved in the production of the film who do. To i

this, he refers to Black Alphabet Film Festival’s 2019 headline selection, “King Es b

Dui Jarrod. The film follows the story of a Black trans woman in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina. It stars Angelica Ross, a Black trans woman who can provide insight into what

it means to identify with the community—insight that cannot necessarily be provided by
Jarrod or other members of the production.

e the focus

C. Nuance s everythingiy. - - decentered and not have hurt feelings about that,” she said. - -
v}ﬂ al stoxies. Petty;sal ] ,‘r; e
Thoulouis says you must approach characterization with a “fresh outlo naltered by
cliches, tropes, or common stereotypes. Additionally;'McMath and Schalffes both. pdify

;

recognizing individuality.

[ Y of America is a story of 400 years. It.is a story of the hve's c\f millig
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